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2  3  4 
Hold them to their word... 

by president Briggs 

            Treasures’ Corner 

 
Workers’ Compensation by 

attorney James Ridge 

December/January 2018-19 

 
    WE  DID  IT!!     

         

                                                                          
     
                                                    JB Pritzker, Julie Harris & Bill Briggs 

A round 7:30 pm, only 30 minutes after voting sites had closed, 

Gov. Bruce Rauner stepped to the microphone and announced 

that he had conceded the election to JB Pritzker. 

 

And the Blue Wave had begun.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

IFT and AFT Local 604 endorsed candidates did especially well. 

 

Dan Montgomery, IFT president, said the results prove “that when 

we do the work—Register, Educate, and Vote! —we win. I’m grate-

ful to the leadership and members of Local 604 for the work and sup-

port they put in to help win in the election. As usual, 604 played a big 

part of our collective success.” 

 

JB soundly defeated the current governor by over 640,000 votes, a 

true mandate. The entire Democratic slate of Kwame Raoul, Attorney 

General; Jesse White, Secretary of State; Susana Mendoza, Comp-

troller; and Michael Frerichs, Treasurer followed the pattern with 

sound victories. The one race, Attorney General, was thought to be 

close up to the final day, but ended up being a runaway, too; Raoul 

won by over 470,000 votes. 

 

Montgomery added, “IFT members played a critical role in this year’s 

election results. We now have a governor who respects the work our 

members do and our rights to work collectively as a union to improve 

our lives and our professions.” 

 

After record-breaking, early voting all over the country, polling places, 

in some areas, still faced long lines in one of the most important mid-

term elections, ever. 

 

Local races were also important. For the first time in decades, the Will 

County Clerk will be in the hands of a Democrat, Lauren Staley-

Ferry. Mike Kelly was also reelected Sheriff. 

 

 

In addition, the Will County Board will now be Democratic controlled 

with the victories by Amanda Koch, 2nd District; Jackie Traynere, 4th 

District; Rachel Ventura, 9th District, and Mimi Cowan, 11th District. 

 

Koch, a first-time candidate, said, “I am grateful to have earned the 

endorsement and support from AFT Local 604. Your endorsement 

was particularly meaningful to me as a licensed educator. Though I am 

taking time away from teaching, my heart is in education. I will work 

tirelessly to ensure teachers maintain strong unions and are treated as 

professionals. Thank you for lifting up my campaign!” 

 
AFT Local 604’s help might have saved the Rockdale School District. 

After cutting all extracurricular activities, including sports, band and 

choir, if the referendum did not pass, some feared in a few years, the 

district could have become insolvent. 

 

Scott Philiph, chair of The Committee to Save our School, District 84, 

said, “I want to express my sincerest appreciation for everything that 

you, field staffer Erik Jurgens, “and the Union have done to make sure 

our referendum was successful! I am not sure if we could have gotten 

the word out as well if it was not for all of the information you provid-

ed, and especially the signs that were given to us!”  

 

Two state races that drew national attention were House races in the 6 

th and 14th Districts. In both cases, the underdogs upset long-term Re-

publicans. First-time candidates, Sean Casten and Lauren Underwood 

soundly defeated Peter Roskam and Randy Hultgren, respectively.                                                
(continued on page 3) 
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We won the first round, now,  
Hold them to their word, education first! 
from the president’s pen 

Bill Briggs 

 

 

O ne month after the fact, probably the last issue you want to 

ponder is Election 2018, but so much happened that I feel I 

must reflect just a little. 

 

None of us can recall a more hate-filled, misleading campaign sea-

son than this one.  Nationally, the Democrats attempted to take back 

the House and Senate with a 50% success rate. In Georgia, though, 

Oprah created some excitement in her support of gubernatorial can-

didate Stacey Abrams, who was attempting to become the nation’s 

the first female, African-American governor. 

 

The campaign was marred with racial slurs, so in an attempt to cre-

ate additional support, Oprah told a crowd, “For anybody here who 

has an ancestor who didn’t have the right to vote, and you are 

choosing not to vote – wherever you are in this state, in this country 

– you are dishonoring your family. You are disrespecting and disre-

garding their legacy, their suffering and their dreams when you 

don’t vote.” 

 

Powerful words from a powerful lady, one some hoped would run 

for President in 2020. 

 

When I heard her, my mind started to roam as I cannot come up 

with a good reason, other than laziness, as to why any educated 

individual involved in education does not make the effort to have 

his/her voice heard. In Illinois, we suffered two years without a 

budget and saw public schools and colleges feel the pain. Some of 

our brightest fled the state after graduation to attend college in more 

affordable atmospheres in Iowa and Alabama, of all places. Mostly 

likely, few of them will return. 

 

Although the Chicago Tribune leans right, it’s still my go-to print 

publication, and one columnist, Eric Zorn, usually sides with my 

point of view. He took Oprah’s comments and revised them. I be-

lieve his thoughts are words any educator should save and tout to 

students before all elections. 

 

He took editorial liberty and wrote, 

 

“For anybody who has an ancestor or relative who has fought for 

our liberties, either literally by serving in the armed forces or fig-

uratively in defending the rights and opportunities of Americans 

through action and protest – and you are choosing not to vote, you 

are dishonoring your family. You are disrespecting and disregard-

ing their legacy, their suffering and their dreams, and you are ig-

noring your duty to help shape a better world for all children in 

generations to come when you don’t vote.” 

We must learn from this election if we 

want to move forward in a country that 

faces taunts of hate and fear almost daily 

from its leadership. Together, those of us 

who voted helped, soundly, to send a mes-

sage to Rauner and his supporters that we have public education’s 

best interest at heart.  

 

Pritzker gets it when it comes to education. The vast majority see 

the scam behind Betsy DeVos and Rauner’s attempt to increase 

the number charter schools, supply state monies for private 

schools, and push for school choice or vouchers. We can now put 

JB to the task of reversing the damage that was slipped into the 

budget last June to guarantee the evidence-based funding bill that 

helped so many of our districts that are struggling financially. 

 

I have heard some say that although they voted for Pritzker it was 

because he was the better of two bad choices. To that, I say 

BULL! As educators, we must recognize our work is not done. 

First, we must give him a chance to move this state forward.  

 

JB and the super-majorities that both the House and Senate now 

have in Illinois must be held accountable to their election promis-

es, like increasing state funding of public education and working 

toward proposing a constitutional amendment that would put the 

graduated income tax on the 2020 ballot. It takes three-fifths of 

each chamber to make this proposal, something that would not 

happen if either of the bodies did not have a super-majority. 

 

We must recognize, too, that the dark cloud still resides in the 

White House. That lies, hate, and fear will still be his heritage, but 

we can also take great satisfaction that our hard work paid off.  

 

So, to all of us who cast a ballot, even if it was for Bruce Rauner 

or Erika Harold, thank you and congratulations, for this, my 

friends, is what the United State of American is all about. 
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Treasurers’ corner 

by Carla Hettinger, AFT Local 604 treasurer 

Update December 2018 

 

I n an effort to keep council treasurers informed and up –to-date, 

we are including a summary of the tax forms that need to be 

completed and the deadline for submitting these forms. 

Tax Form summary 

Councils with payrolls should pay especially close attention to the 

tax form summary information and the deadlines for filing the 

various forms. 

 

1.  IRS 940 for 2018 – This is the Employer’s Annual Fed-

eral Unemployment Tax Return (FUTA).  This is to be 

filed by February 1, 2019. 

2. IRS 941 for 2018 Employer’s Quarterly Federal Tax 

Return.  This form shows payroll totals for each quarter.  

It is to be filed in April for Q1, July for Q2, October 

for Q3 and January for Q4.  This form is filed each 

quarter whether or not you have payroll that quarter. 

3. IRS Form 1099- MISC (Miscellaneous Income) for 

2018 – This form is for the reporting of an individual’s 

income you paid out that is not from a payroll source.  

This needs to be completed by January 31 of each year 

and given to the individual. 

4. IRS 1096 for 2018– You report the total of all the 

amounts reported on 1099 – MISC forms.  Filing dead-

line is January 31, 2019.Forms identified in numbers 3 

and 4 above are not used to report the pay of officers.  

These forms are used mainly for non-officers that have 

verified expenses that were paid. 

5. IRS Form W-2 is the Wage and Tax Statement for indi-

viduals and IRS Form W-3 is the Transmittal of Wage 

and Tax System form.  IRS Form W-2 is to be com-

pleted and given to employees by January 31, 2019.  

IRS Form W-3 it to be filed by January 31, 2019. 

6. IL – 501 Payment Coupon Illinois Department of Reve-

nue – This report is submitted quarterly showing the 

amount of Illinois taxes on your payroll for the quarter.  It 

is to be filed quarterly in April for Q1, July for Q2, Oc-

tober for Q3, and January for Q4 along with your 

quarterly IL 941. 

7.  UI-3/40M – Illinois Unemployment form.  This must be 

filed even if no wages were paid in the quarter.  File this 

by April 30 for Quarter 1, July 31 for Quarter 2, Oc-

tober 31 for Quarter 3, and January 31 for Quarter 4.  

For some council, the Illinois Department of Revenue 

may notify you that you only have to file yearly.  IF that is 

the case you must file by January 31, 2019 for the 2018 

tax year. 

8. IL 941 – Total Quarterly Withholding Income Tax Re-

turn is used to file the total amounts withheld for each 

quarter. You need to file in April for Q1, July for Q2, 

October for Q3 and January for Q4.   

Note:  Don’t miss the deadlines for filing these forms.  If you do, 

penalties are assessed for the late filing.  Should you realize you 

missed a deadline and you have not received a notice from the IRS 

or the Illinois Department of Revenue,   I advise you to contact the 

appropriate agency and straighten it out before you receive a penal-

ty notice. 

 

Remember to file your 990 form.  Please check the Treasurer’s 

information sent in August to make certain of which form your 

council has to file. 

JB Wins (continued from page 1) 

 

In addition, Manfred Mecoy, General Election Director, JB for Governor, reported that Peoria County went blue in a gubernatorial election for 

the first time since 1968; Champaign County since 1936, DuPage County; since 1932, and Kane County, since 1912.  

 

 

Underwood is part of what many are calling the Pink Wave of 2018. A record 237 women were candidates for the U.S. House and 23 for the 

Senate. With ballots still being counted, at least 102 women were elected to the House, a record number. The Senate increased by two and will 

total 12. In 46 states, 3,390 women ran for state legislature.  
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Your rights under the workers’ compensation act 
by James M. Ridge, attorney at law 

Snow and  Ice, Slip and Fall 

 

For more information on your rights contact us at: 

Concentrating in workers’ compensation claims FELA and 

personal injury cases. 
101 N. WACKER DRIVE, SUITE 200 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60630 

312-372-8282 OR 1-800-572-1136 
Website: WWW.RIDGEDOWNES.COM 

E very year, millions of Americans get hurt in a slip and fall acci-

dent. One in every five of these falls results in such serious 

injuries as broken bones or head injuries, the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention (CDC) reported.  

 

How Long Do I Have to Pursue a Slip and Fall on Ice and Snow 

Claim? 

Believe it or not, slip and fall cases have a time limit, called 

the statute of limitations. This deadline – often two years, but some 

exceptions can mean it’s even shorter – determines how long you 

have to file a slip and fall on ice lawsuit. 

 

After a slip and fall on ice and snow, always follow these three 

important steps: 

 

1. Report the fall. 

A slip and fall on ice and snow often leaves no trace, other than the 

damage to your body. And insurers often use this to their advantage. 

The best thing you can do for your claim immediately after the acci-

dent is to notify the property owner. Be very careful about what you 

say and do after a slip and fall accident!   Even simple phrases like 

"I'm ok," or "I didn't see that there" could be used against you, so 

keep quiet as best you are able.  If you need to describe the accident, 

stick to the facts.   

 

2. Gather evidence. 

Take photographs of the icy conditions that caused your injuries. 

If anyone witnessed your fall, take note of their contact infor-

mation and ask them to provide a statement. Find out if any sur-

veillance cameras were in the vicinity of your fall, and request 

copies of the footage. 

Remember, if you wait too long, the evidence will disappear. 

 

3. See a doctor. 

The only way to tell if your injuries are serious – and how to help 

them get better – is to seek medical care. But seeing a doctor isn’t 

just good for your physical recovery, it’s also important to the 

success of your legal claim. 

 

Getting help for your slip and fall accident 

Slip and fall accidents often lead to considerable medical bills and 

time away from work. In order to receive compensation for medi-

cal expenses and lost wages, injured individuals often choose to 

file a lawsuit against the person or company responsible for the 

conditions that caused the accident. A great first step in pursuing a 

potential claim is to contact an experienced lawyer at Ridge & 

Downes for a free claim evaluation. 

 

 

http://www.ridgedownes.com
http://www.cdc.gov/homeandrecreationalsafety/falls/adultfalls.html
http://www.cdc.gov/homeandrecreationalsafety/falls/adultfalls.html
http://www.myinjuryattorney.com/new-jersey/slip-and-fall-lawyer/
http://accident-law.freeadvice.com/accident-law/slips_falls/immediately-after-a-slip-and-fall.htm
http://citrk.com/?a=5468&c=841&s1=latl
http://citrk.com/?a=5468&c=841&s1=latl
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LaSalle/Peru High School Teachers are preparing                               

for November 6th and beyond! 

(from right to left) Kristin Adams, Troy 

Woods, Holly Ziegler, KaiLee Sell, Pat-

rick Carney, Diana Rathbun and Matt 

Glupczynski 
 

 

East Aurora & Joliet Day of Action, 

October 13, 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

above) Max Balsano & Gloria Salinas preparing to knock on 

doors. 

 

 
(left)  Loretta 

Gutierrez & 

her son, Mi-

chael   with 

Katie 

Kollross, IFT 

Field Service 

Director 

Senator Dick Durbin meets      

with local union leaders in Joliet 

O ne week before the mid-term elections, Senator Dick Durbin met with 

local union leaders, including AFT Local 604 President, Bill Briggs, at 

Heroes West in Joliet. Although taking back the House was discussed, Sena-

tor Durbin also 

talked about the 

need for infra-

structure, main-

ly I-80 through 

Will County. 

He mentioned 

that with better 

fuel-efficient 

engines, the 

amount of reve-

nue from the 

gas tax has 

dropped. In 

addition, he 

mentioned that 

they need to 

discuss electric 

vehicles that do 

not pay gas 

taxes, as well as 

their usage of 

our roads. 
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AFT Local 604 paraprofessionals and support staff attend 

PSRP conference in Oak Brook 

T he union response to student stress and trauma, workplace bullying, what is a fair tax?, mental health awareness, 

and keeping your union proactive post Janus are some of the workshops that were offered at the conference on Oct 

26th and 27th. Local 604 members of East Aurora, Rockdale, Lockport High School, Homer, Joliet, and Valley View 

Office Personnel were represented there.  

Alicia Edwards from Valley View Office Personnel states that, “A lot of helpful information was shared in all our clas-

ses. I am happy to report that the Valley View  office personnel is doing well after having taken an assessment to score 

our council.” LaMellis McCormick stated, “This conference has given me more insight to the importance of a union! 

The conference was so encouraging.”    

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 Members enjoying their 

time with Kwame Raoul 

just before he was elected 

Illinois Attorney General   

 

 

 
 

 

 

Eileen Houlihan and 

Stella Kapusta from 

Homer 
 
      

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

(above) Kathy Alexander from Lockport making political calls 

 

(below) LaMellis McCormick from Joliet   

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                  (above) Adam Harding from AFT Local  

                                                                                                             604 teaching a class 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Look for Scholarship information in 

our next UPDATE (Mid February 

2019)! Most of the applications will 

be due mid March or the end of 

March, so, don’t miss out! 

 
The IFT Robert G. Porter Scholarship 

 

The Jacqueline B. Vaughn Memorial Scholarship 

 

Delta Kappa Gamma, Nadine Ewing Memorial Sti-

pend 

 

Paul O. Johnson Scholarship 

 

Or go to our website at www.AFTlocal604.org to 

get an earlier start! 

Protect yourself with the AFT’s 

identity theft benefit 
 

Every member of the AFT is eligible for free identi-

ty theft protection. To learn more about identity 

theft recovery assistance, go to, AFT.org and search 

identity theft benefit. 
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Save Our School, Rockdale School 

District 84, referendum passed ! 

A s Chair of the Committee to Save Our School, District 

84, I am proud that we have been able to run an open 

and honest campaign that resulted not only in the successful 

passing of Rockdale School District 84's referendum, but also 

with such astounding results that we were able to obtain near-

ly three-fourths of the vote! However, my truest gratitude 

does not stem from this official capacity. 

  

As a parent, I want to say thank you! To those teachers and 

staff that have not only dedicated their time inside the school, 

but on their own, to ensure that my daughter, as well as all the 

children of our community, have the opportunity to grow into 

the very best versions of themselves they are capable of, I 

want to say thank you. To those residents and parents that 

have shown support, by sacrificing their time, displaying our 

cause, and voting for this referendum and our school, I want 

to say thank you. To those individuals, businesses, and organi-

zations that guided us to this positive outcome, whether it be 

through donations, information, or simply kind words, I want 

to say thank you. 

  

A new path has been formed for Rockdale School, one that 

will provide countless opportunities to those students that en-

ter its halls for years to come! Long after the details, or even 

the memory, of this referendum fades, its positive effects will 

live on. It will be seen in the eyes of those children that are 

teeming with new understanding. It will be in those reassuring 

smiles of their teachers, encouraging them to achieve just a 

little more. It will be the pride seen in the faces of those par-

ents as they pick up their sons and their daughters from 

school. To everyone that showed support to us in our time of 

need, no matter how big or how small, I sincerely want to say 

thank you, not just for our children of today, but for all those 

that will follow. 

  

Sincerely, 

 Scott G. Philiph 

 

Matt Olson, Rockdale Council President says, “Thanks and 

thanks for the Local support in this process. I'm not great with 

quotes but, this November the community of Rockdale sent a 

clear message how important our school district and education 

is.   With the future existence of our school in question, par-

ents, teachers, administrators, community leaders, and mem-

bers of the Rockdale community all came together to save 

Rockdale School District 84 and make sure our school district 

moves from trying to survive to being able to thrive.”  

Streator H.S. Support Staff 

100%  Participation in Food Drive 

S treator High School’s Support Staff, L.U. #604, held 

a Thanks “Giving” Bulldog Pantry donation drive. 

They were able to stock the shelves with over $300 of 

products.  The Bulldog Pantry is an in-house pantry sup-

plying non-perishables and toiletries to the students in 

need.  The pantry has been fully funded through dona-

tions of items and monetary donations so the students 

may go shopping for specific items when needed.  Staff 

may refer students, or students may self-refer them-

selves.  There is no limit to the number of visits or the 

quantity of supplies a student may take.   In an effort to 

keep visits discreet and so we can inventory items and 

keep track of visits, students are escorted to the pantry by 

administrators, guidance counselors, or social workers at 

the school.  

NEXT SENATE MEETING 

Wednesday, February 20, 2019 

@ 5:00 p.m. 

Local Office in Crest Hill 

Please check out our website for a 

wealth of information at  

www.aftlocal604.org. 
The website offers information about staff, 

financial topics, member benefits, political 

information, scholarships, and much more! 
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UPDATE 
IFT/AFT, AFL-CIO 

 

American Federation of Teachers Local 604 

www.aftlocal604.org 
 

Darlene Mercer, Editor/darmercer@ift-aft.org 
 

1520 N. Rock Run Drive #1 

Crest Hill, Illinois 60403-3232 

815.725.0402 - 630.896.8220 

FAX:  815.729.2130 
 

William Briggs, President 

Carla Hettinger, Treasurer / Julie Harris, Secretary 

Anita Wilson, Retiree Chair  

 

Vice Presidents                                  

 Kathy Alexander   Michelle Nevin 

 Beth Anderson   Kristen Ryan 

 Julie Harris                     Phil Staley 

                  Robert Marcink  Mary Ann Stubler  

                  

Vicki Goebel, Local 604 Field Service Director 

Adam Harding, IFT Field Service Director 

Kathy Harris, IFT Secretary 

Carla Hettinger, Local 604 Field Service Director 

Erik Jurgens, Local 604 Field Service Director 

Katie Kollross, IFT Field Service Director 

Dan Mercer, IFT Field Service Director 

Todd Stachowiak, IFT Field Service Director 

NEWS  SHORTS: 
Definition of instructional day changes 

 

The implementation of Public Act 100-0465, also known as the Evi-

dence-Based Funding for Student Success Act, has resulted in questions 

regarding the requirements for a minimum number of instructional hours 

or minutes for a day to be considered a day of student attendance. 

 

In the act, the language repealed Section 18-8:05 of the School Code, 

which required an instruction day to be at least five hours. Now, no cur-

rent statutory minimum numbers of hours or minutes constitutes an in-

structional day. 

 

According to Ralph Grimm, acting chief education officer from ISBE, 

“there is no statutory minimum number of hours or minutes that consti-

tutes an instructional day. Districts should work with their school boards 

and collective bargaining units to define an instructional day.” He went 

on to stress that all decisions should be,  “made based on what will im-

prove outcomes for students.” 

 

Some of the questions that ISBE addressed are: 

Must all instruction be classroom-based?  No, students learn in a 

variety of ways and settings. “ISBE encourages districts to use 

the flexibility afforded in law with respect to new ways of 

engaging students in learning that centers on student compe-

tencies and mastery of subject matter.” 

What constitutes student attendance? Attendance can be count-

ed, “when the student is participating in learning anywhere and 

anytime. ” So, yes, the number of minutes might vary depend-

ing on the activity. 

Have changes been made to the required number of days in the 

school calendar? There still must be at least 176 of actual pupil 

attendance. “The Act eliminated certain provisions related to 

teacher in service trainings and parent-teacher conferences 

being creditable toward a district’s minimum number of in-

structional days.” This change will affect districts that had 174 

instructional days with two additional days used for teacher in 

service trainings and parent-teacher conferences.  

Must districts make up interrupted days? They do not if the 

reason is something like weather-related issues as long as 

some student learning has occurred. 

 

Parkhurst motion halts charter bill override 

 

Rep. Lindsay Parkhurst of Kankakee was one of 15 Republicans who 

joined 56 Democrats in voting to override Gov. Bruce Rauner’s veto of 

HB 5175, the bill to keep the State Charter School Commission from 

forcing charts on districts whose boards do not want them. 

 

After the override, Parkhurst moved to “reconsider the vote.” House 

Rule 65 gives anyone who voted “on the prevailing side” to file such a 

motion. As a result, the motion holds the bill in place until the motion is 

voted on or withdrawn. The State School News Service reports that this is 

almost always , “a parliamentary tactic to freeze a bill…an indication that 

a game of some kind is  being  played.” 

 

They reported that one of her top contributors is the Illinois Network for 

Charter Schools! 

 

Betsy DeVos cries that unions have a ‘stranglehold’ on politicians 

 

In an appearance on Fox Business Network, the charter school advocate 

said, “The teachers’ union has a stronghold on many of the politicians in 

this country, both at the federal and state-level, and they are very resistant 

to the kind of changes that need to happen.”  

 

She went on to say that  unions are ,  “not really focused on what is right 

for individual students” and really just want to protect adult jobs. 
 

AFT president Randi Weingarten told The Hill that DeVos’ true colors are 

showing. “WE are fighting for the safe and welcoming public schools that kids 

deserve, healthcare protections so people aren’t one pre-existing condition away 

from bankruptcy, affordable college without life-burdening student debt, and 

decent wages.” 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM  ALL OF US AT AFT LOCAL 604 


